
How to tell if Your pet is sick 
 
Telltale signs of illness that means you may need to seek medical advice… 

 A major change in your pet’s behavior. (Examples: An active lizard is no 
longer vigorous; a vocal dog stops barking; a laid-back cat gets frenetic; 
a talkative bird loses his voice). 

 
 Drinks significantly more or less water. 

 
 Turns up his nose to the food he has always enjoyed. 

 
 Stool appears different (in color and/or consistency). 

 
 Hides for more than a day and/or night. 

 
 Persistently throws up. 

 
 Breathes heavily while resting (and heat is not a factor). 

 
 Has a significant change in his sleeping habits. 

 
 A placid pet gets aggressive with a family member or pet. 

 
 Sheds excessively. 

 
 Has a new lump or a wound that isn’t healing. 

 
 Has difficulty going up and/or down stairs. 

 
 Urinates frequently. 

 
 Has smellier breath. 

 
 Lacks stamina. 

 
 
 
 

Printed in USA Weekend 6/23//06 


